
 

 

 

 

UPDATES MADE TO SIGNAGE FOR 
PACKAGING AND RECYCLABLE PRODUCTS 
As part of its anti-wastage and circular economy 
law (AGEC Law), the French government wishes 
to reform the multiple affixed logos on packaging 
and on products to simplify sorting habits. 
Primary changes include the removal of the 
‘Green Dot’ (‘Le Point Vert’) and the 
harmonization of the ‘Triman’ and ‘Sorting Info’ 
(‘Info-Tri’). 

 

On November 30, 2020, a ministerial ruling was 
published to implement a penalty for logos which 
“could induce a confusion regarding the sorting 
rule.” The Green Dot, which has been mandatory 
on domestic packaging since 1992, uses a 
graphic of two or more coiled arrows in a circle. 
The problem is misinterpretation. 60% of 
consumers wrongly assume the Green Dot 
indicates that packaging can be recycled when its 
true meaning is that the manufacturer has paid its 
eco-contribution to an eco-organization. 

 

Removal of the ‘Green Dot’ (‘Point Vert’) was 
originally supposed to come into effect on April 
1, 2021. However, food, hygiene and cosmetics 
associations in the France have made 
representations to the Council of State 
contending, for example, that the change will 
present an unjustified obstacle to the free 
movement of goods within the European Union 
(EU). The Council of State has now suspended 
the date of enforcement in an order published on 
March 15, 2021. 

 

 

For enquiries, please contact one of our Sales 
Associates for details! 

 

Another document is expected to be released that will harmonize and clarify signage guidelines. The aim 
is to standardize the display of Triman (created 2015) and to complement it with simple information 
regarding sorting rules. These will be based on ‘Sorting Info’ (‘Info-tri’). A customizable version of the 
Triman is already being used voluntary and can already be found on over half of the packaging.  

 

Subject to the final approval, harmonized sorting signage should become mandatory from January 1, 
2022. According to the Article 17 of the AGEC Law, this should affect all packaging and/or all documents 
provided with the product. The decree, which is currently being written, might restrict the possibility of 
displaying it on other documents.  In case of ministerial rejection, eco-organizations will have one extra 
month to share a revised proposition that considers the comments from the public authority. 

 

Once the signage is approved, the eco-organizations will publish it on their respective websites and will 
inform their members. The text states: “The use of the signage and of the information will apply to the 
manufacturers of relevant products (…) at the latest twelve months after this date.”  

 

According to Citeo, the new Sorting-Info and all the related deliverables should be available during the 
second half of 2021.  Manufacturers will have until January 1, 2022 to affix the Sorting-Info and Triman 
to their packaging. The enforcement decrees might provide an 18-month time limit for stock run-out for 
packaging that manufactured before April 1, 2021. Moreover, the draft decree details that manufacturers 
can substitute the French signage with regulatory signage passed by another EU Member State. 

 

  

 

 

With SGS’s packaging services, you can ensure your packaging protects products, complies with 
regulations, reduces product loss and controls environmental issues in the distribution of your products. 
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